A CIRCULAR WALK OVER WOLSTONBURY HILL

I thought that it was high time that I described a walk over wonderful Wolstonbury!  This hill, like Newtimber Hill, stands proudly isolated from the main escarpment of the South Downs, and is a prominent local landmark.  It is an ancient Iron Age Hill Fort, 680 feet high, and is owned and managed by the National Trust.  The walk starts and finishes from Clayton Green Recreation Ground in Underhill Lane, and is 4 miles long, and should take two hours to complete the circuit.  There are two climbs, one of which is fairly strenuous, and one steep descent.  The path leading down into Pyecombe can be muddy in places, and some walkers have ventured out into the field to avoid the worst of the mud, but this is not official!

To commence the walk, cut across the corner of the recreation ground to the road junction, and cross with care to the opposite pavement.  Just before the Jack and Jill pub, turn left into New Way Lane, and follow this lane for approximately half a mile.  At the bottom of the hill, turn left up a rough track to the Warenne, passing the house on your left, and continue on the track, climbing steadily, ignoring a track to your right.  Immediately after a signed path to your left, you come to a post with blue waymarks, and you should bear right here, and pass through an unmarked gate giving access onto open downland.  Wolstonbury Hill is now straight in front of you, and you should follow the well defined path ahead, which skirts a deep hollow and leads to a stile.  The path climbs steeply from here to the top of the hill, and at the top, you should cross the ramparts of the ancient Hill Fort, and make for the Trig. Point to enjoy the superb views in all directions.  From the Trig. Point; head roughly southeast on a thinly defined path, through scrub, then across an open stretch to join a wide fenced track.  Turn left along the track and pass through a gate and continue along this scenic and elevated path for approximately half a mile to a junction of paths.

Turn right into a narrow enclosed path, and follow this down into Pyecombe to join the South Downs Way, close to the Church.  Turn left down School Lane to the A273, then left onto a track alongside, but protected from the road and the fast moving traffic, by a hedge.  In a few yards, cross the A273 with care to Pyecombe Golf Club opposite, pass the clubhouse on your right, and follow the South Downs Way uphill for just under a mile to a four way junction of paths.  Bear left through New Barn Farm, and where the South Downs Way swings right, bear left towards Jack and Jill Windmills.  Immediately before Jack, turn right on a signed bridleway round the windmills to pass through a gate onto open downland.  Follow a fence on your left, steeply downhill to a gate and a track leading out to Underhill Lane and the start of the walk.

Although the route description should be adequate, the entire route is shown on Ordnance Survey Map No.122, which is available to purchase locally.
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